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  Lewis S. Mills High School is pleased to announce that senior Taylor Clark has been named a Finalist in the 2021 National 
Merit Scholarship Program (NMSC). Taylor is one of 15,000 Finalists nationwide. Taylor was presented with her Semifinalist 
notification letter in November 2020. She completed the necessary steps required to fulfill additional requirements to be con-
sidered for advancement to Finalist status. In February, Taylor received a letter from the 
National Merit Scholarship Corporation congratulating her on advancement to Finalist 
status. “When I learned I was a Finalist, I just embraced the moment for the tremendous 
honor that it is and was relieved I was still in the running to become a National Merit 
Scholar.” 
  According to the National Merit Scholarship Corporation (NMSC) website, there are 
three ways a Finalist can earn one of the 7,500 National Merit Scholarships: 1) Be award-
ed one of the 2,500 National Merit $2,500 Scholarships, 2) Be awarded one of the ap-
proximately 1,000 corporate sponsored Merit Scholarship Awards, 3) Be awarded one of 
the approximately 4,000 college sponsored Merit Scholarships after meeting certain con-
ditions such as being accepted to the college, enrolling to attend, and then being selected 
by the college to receive the Merit Scholarship. 
  Taylor will be attending Fordham University in the fall, majoring in Computer Science 
and minoring in French, “After I was accepted to Fordham, they offered me a scholarship 
based on my National Merit status. So, I guess I’m now one of the 7,500 (National Merit 
Scholars), although I don’t expect to receive anything official from NMSC until May 
when the college sponsored scholarships are announced.” 
   Fordham has extended an invitation to Taylor to join their Honors Program at the 
Lincoln Center campus, which is limited to 18 students. “I gratefully accepted their in-
vitation and am extremely excited to begin college.” On May 3, NMSC begins mailing offers for the college sponsored Merit 
Scholarship Awards to the approximately 4,000 college winners. Taylor will then be formally notified that she is a National 
Merit Scholar. 

Lewis Mills Senior Named National Merit Finalist & 
On Track To Becoming National Merit Scholar

LSM Senior Receives Several Accolades
  Congratulations to senior Lauren Fitzgerald who was named to the 2021 All State 
Choir. Her ability to audition for All-State arose because she was selected to perform 
in the Northern Region Chorus at the CMEA Northern Region Music Festival, and 
then auditioned for the All-State Festival. Mr. John Deeb, Coordinator of Visual & 
Performing Arts, stated, “It is worth noting that Lauren had a perfect score, which is 
absolutely amazing and nearly unheard of.” Lauren is also competing in the New Eng-
land Music Festival in April and was selected to compete in the New England Music 
Festival Association’s annual festival this past March. She plans to pursue Musical 
Theatre in college and is making her final college decision in the coming weeks.
  Lauren was also selected to compete in the State of Connecticut’s Poetry Out Loud 
Regional Competition. She was the Lewis S. Mills High School Poetry Out Loud 
champion, and one of only seven Connecticut students selected to participate. Lauren 
represented the Litchfield Region during the competition on March 13th. Region 10 is 
extremely proud of this very talented young woman.
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  With the April school vacation behind us we are now in our final weeks of an 
extraordinary school year. Unlike the end of the last school year during the early 
weeks of the pandemic, this year we are able to plan for many of the exciting 
traditional end of the year student events and activities. Graduation for the Lewis 
Mills Class of 2021 will be held on the Lewis Mills Campus the evening of 
June 8, 2021. The class will graduate all together in a traditional manner. Each 
graduate will be able to have a designated number of guests present, consistent 
with current safety guidelines. Project Graduation will hold its traditional Senior 
Graduation Party at Lewis Mills that same evening. Senior Prom will be held 
outdoors at the Farmington Polo Club on the evening of May 15th. We are also 
in the process of planning in-person ceremonies for our 8th grade and 4th grade 
classes to celebrate their moving on to a new and exciting level of school. We 
hope that all of our students have the opportunity to celebrate the end of a year 
that, although unique and challenging, was also very successful!

  It has been a long and very unique school year, but we continue to see indica-
tions of a return toward normal. Our faculty and staff have all received the oppor-

tunity to receive the Covid Vaccine and we are now working with our partners in the Bristol Burlington Health Depart-
ment and Torrington Area Health District to run dedicated vaccination clinics for students who are 16 years of age or 
older. It is our hope that this will help us finish out this year successfully, and to plan for a 2021-22 school year that is 
much closer to normal in operations than this year.

  There are only a few quick weeks left in the school year, and with the state opening up from previous Covid restric-
tions and the weather turning warm and sunny, I am sure there will be a desire to be more social and more active. We 
support this desire but ask that everyone also please be careful so that our schools can finish the school year well and 
our students experience as few Covid related disruptions as possible. There is still a great deal of Covid in our state and 
community so please do your best to stay well for yourself and others.

Superintendent’s Corner
Howard Thiery

  The entrances to Lake Garda 
Elementary School and Har-
Bur Middle School recently 
received new welcome signs. 
  Greeting you as you enter 
are the hand-painted signs 
pictured here. The Lake Garda 
PTA and Har-Bur PTA were 
instrumental in getting these 
signs created. 
  The artist of the welcome 
signs is Lewis Mills senior, 
Avery Fazio. Avery has quite 
a following on Instagram and 
Etsy, where her creations can 
be found at averylaurende-
signs. 
  This fall, Avery will take her 
talents to Savannah College 
of Art and Design in Georgia. 
We are certainly happy she 
is leaving behind evidence of 
her talent at Region 10!
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  Harwinton Consolidated School’s student council had a successful  
“Hearts for Healthcare Heroes” community service project. During 
a weeklong fundraising drive, they collected $900 in donations from 
students and staff. Thanks to the generosity of HCS, and the additional 
donations from Litchfield and Harwinton Dunkin’ Donuts locations, 
300 DD gift cards were delivered to Charlotte Hungerford Hospital in 
Torrington. Student Council members, along with their advisors, third 
grade teacher Alexa Mattiello and ABA Assistant Morgan Thulin, 
presented CHH staff members with the donations and heart shaped thank 
you notes. Miss Mattiello stated, “The kids got to see first hand just 
how much of an impact their work has on others.” In addition, the HCS 
Student Council was prominently featured on WFSB’s Bright Spot. To 
view the segment, Google: WFSB Bright Spot elementary students raise 
money for frontline workers. 

HEARTS FOR HEALTHCARE HEROES

20 Years of Volunteering for the Stock Market Game
  Spending 20 years volunteering is quite an impressive feat.
Mr. Bruce Daigle, Senior Vice President of Investments at 
Raymond James and Associates, is celebrating that milestone 
this school year.  This is his 20th year volunteering in Mrs. 
Barbara Angelicola-Manzolli’s (Mrs. A) Business class, and 
advising students on the SIMFA Foundation 
Stock Market Game™program. 
  Bruce is father to LSM alums Aaron ‘07, 
Erika ‘13 and Alexander ‘14. His oldest son 
Aaron was in the 7th grade when his interest 
in stocks was peaked by his teacher, Mrs. 
Gilson. When Aaron got to the high school, 
he met Mrs. A and started doing the “Stock 
Market Game” in her class. Bruce decided 
then to get involved and he notes, “I’m still 
doing it!”  
  Why does he continue to volunteer even 
though his children are now out of college? 
“I’ve been a financial advisor for 30 years. I see that a vast 
majority of my clients do not have a financial education. To 
think that this isn’t a mandatory class to take in high school 
is mind-boggling. If you don’t have some semblance of even 
how to balance a checkbook, you’re behind the eight-ball.” 
(Personal Finance becomes a required course at Lewis S. Mills 
High School beginning with the Class of ‘23.)

  Bruce works with the students to advise them what to do with 
their money, but also what not to do. “I love to teach and share 
the knowledge that I have. At least 3-4 of the former students 
have gone on to be financial advisors. I’ve helped them to set 
up contacts, and it started with sharing my business card. I 

encourage all the students to reach out to me at 
anytime with any questions that they may have. 
I’ve had kids ask me to review their portfolio, 
and every once in a while a kid will send me an 
email with some ideas and I’ll send ideas back 
to them.”
  Bruce continues, “I think the Stock Market 
Game shows these kids, that ‘hey, maybe I 
can do this!’ and that they possibly have some 
aptitude for stocks. The simulation exposes 
them to risk, reward, logic and controlling their 
emotions. Fear and greed are the two strongest 
emotions they will deal with during this game.” 

  The past several years have seen teams from Mills come in 1st 
through 4th place, out of thousands of entries. How does Bruce 
feel about this? “ I am very competitive and this is my sport. I 
eat, drink and sleep finance 7 days per week.” Bruce continues, 
“But seriously, I am proud of our town and schools, and the fact 
I played a small role in several success stories makes me happy. 
I enjoy sharing my passion with others.”

  A team of students from Lewis Mills recently received 2nd place in the Connecticut 
High School division of The SIFMA Foundation’s acclaimed Stock Market Game™ pro-
gram. The team of seniors, Tyler Hoffman, Garrett Sullivan and Sam DiSorbo, placed 
2nd out of 1,069 teams in the Spring Competitive Session of the Stock Market Game. 
  According to SIMFA, “The Stock Market Game is an online simulation of the global 
capital markets that engages students in grades 4-12 in the world of economics, invest-
ing and personal finance. The lessons, and hands-on student activities combine content 
knowledge, critical thinking, research and analytical skills in a state-of-the-art, real-world, 
online simulation. While learning the fundamentals of long-term savings and investing, 
students enhance their knowledge in core curriculum subjects including math, language 
arts, and social studies, as well as life skills such as financial preparedness, teamwork and 
business knowledge.”

LSM Students Outperform 
Stock Market Game™ Competitors

Due to Covid, Bruce Daigle spent his time 
Zooming in to Mrs. A’s class this year.
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  Wellness teachers Angela Vassar and Erin Howe, and Culi-
nary teacher Killeen Leonard ran a cross-curricular Farm to 
Table series called All About Eggs.  Both Mrs. Leonard and 
Mrs. Vassar (pictured, left) raise chickens, and they found that 
several of their students do as well. The three teachers decided 
to combine their 9th grade nutrition and culinary curriculum to 
teach this class together. 
  Topics covered included- the difference in free range vs pasture 
raised vs cage raised chickens (Mrs. Leonard’s chickens are free 
range); fertilization of the eggs (you do not need a rooster for 
the chicken to lay eggs, but you do need a rooster for fertilized 
eggs); how an egg gets its shell; embryo development (it takes 
21 days for a chick to develop and hatch); and the nutritional 
value of an egg, should you decide to eat instead of hatch it.

  To culminate the lesson, Mrs. Leonard brought in multi-colored eggs that her chickens had laid and, as a fun surprise, she 
brought in a dozen one month old baby chicks. Each student could hold a chick under the supervision of the teachers. 
  An interesting fact about eggs: If you wash a fresh egg and run your fingers over it, a film (the bloom) comes off. If you 
remove the bloom, you have to refrigerate the egg because of the possibility of bacteria.  If you get your eggs fresh from a 
chicken you don’t need to refrigerate the eggs for up to 2 months. Want to do a fresh test on your eggs?: If your eggs sink to 
the bottom of a bowl of water then they are fresh, but if they lift off the bottom of the bowl that tells you they are less fresh.

  This past year closed the curtain on many opportunities to watch our favorite musical acts. Due to Covid restrictions, the 
Music Fest (formerly Johnnycake Music Fest) was cancelled for 2020 and 2021... thus the Two Town Showdown was born! 
Eight bands, comprised of at least one Burlington and/or Harwinton resident, participated in a 2-week online competition.   

Region 10 Make A Mark, Inc. is pleased to announce the top 3 winners of the competition:
First Prize: Missed Opportunity~ LSM students: Brooke Fitzgerald, JaNaiya Gatling, Ian Markowich, 

Joseph Rawcliffe and Jacob Valentino, with $2850 raised
Second Prize: The Exiles~ LSM alumni: Aidan Reynolds and Hailey (Pumiglia) Jordan, with $2190 raised

Third Prize: Stay Tuned Band~ comprised of HBMS Math teacher Diane Premus and her bandmates, with $1926 raised

  

  

  The winning group took home a $300 award and the opportunity to participate in a complimentary 6-hour recording session 
at CSB Media Arts Center. The second place band earned $200 and a complimentary 2-hour recording session, while third 
place was awarded a $100 prize. A huge thank you also goes out to Jim Robinson at CSB Media Arts Center in Farming-
ton for his generous support of Region 10… more information on his school and the fantastic opportunities offered there can 
be found at www.gocsb.com.  
  A MAM representative stated, “We were blown away by the success of The Two Town Showdown fundraiser and far 
exceeded our original fundraising goal of $7,000. Our final tally was $10,625, a number achievable only through the support 
of all of the bands, their families, friends and the Region 10 community. This virtual Battle of the Bands helps Make a Mark 
provide valuable enrichment opportunities throughout the school district - and it was a lot of fun too!”

To view these eight talented bands, go to- https://r10mam-two-town-showdown.causevox.com/
To learn more about MAM visit www.region10makeamark.org, and 

follow their Facebook (Make A Mark) and Instagram (region10makeamark) pages.  

 TWO TOWN SHOWDOWN A MUSICAL SUCCESS

First Place 
Missed Opportunity

“Heartbreaker” (Pat Benatar cover)

Second Place 
The Exiles

“Overthrown” (original song)

Third Place 
Stay Tuned

“Thinking Out Loud” (Ed Sheeran cover)

A Collaboration Brings Farm To Table Lessons to LSM
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LSM Senior Has Opportunity to 
Sharpen Hockey Skills via Co-op

  Meghan Cahill first became involved in hockey because of her dad. “At age 12  I had just quit figure skating and I really 
missed skating. My brother had been playing hockey for a couple of years with my dad coaching him. Eventually, my dad 

signed me up for an in-house ice hockey team at the Avon Old Farms 
rink.”
  Meghan played with that team for one year, before joining a Simsbury 
rec team. She then joined the Northern Lights girls hockey league, who 
she still plays for today. Two years ago, Lewis Mills High School joined 
the Nighthawks- a girls ice hockey co-op comprised of players from Avon, 
Coventry, Newington, RHAM, Southington and Wethersfield.
  “My experience playing on the team has been amazing. All the girls 
are extremely hardworking and passionate about hockey. I quickly made 
friends on the team and never felt left out. In my first year, even though 
I didn’t know anyone on the team, all the girls were very friendly and 
welcoming. In my second year the friendships I made were only strength-
ened.”
  Co-op’s can present a challenge with players coming together for the first 
time, but Meghan found the fit to be fairly seamless, “It was very easy for 
everyone on the team to get along and work together, especially in hockey 
games. Every girl on the team was very kind and dedicated to hockey. 
Despite that we all come from different schools, our team worked well 
together and formed long lasting friendships.” 
  As her senior season has come to a close, Meghan reflects back on the 

past two years as a high school hockey player, “Girls hockey is still a growing sport and I’m so grateful I’ve been able to take 
part in it. Being part of the high school girls hockey team has been an amazing experience.” 

  Lewis Mills junior Christopher Deeb became an Eagle with Troop 23 in 
Burlington. He earned his Eagle Scout in November of 2020 but, due to Covid, 
his ceremonies were delayed. Chris held his Board Review this Spring and will 
hold his Court of Honor Ceremony in July. 
  When asked why he decided to take on the tremendous effort to become an 
Eagle Scout, Chris stated, “In order to complete (Eagle Scout), it took years of 
dedication and a lot of hard work. It mostly boils down to whether or not you 
have the motivation to climb that peak and see it through to the end. In my eyes, 
that is the ultimate test to prove whether or not you are worthy of becoming an 
Eagle Scout.”
  Chris’ project was a kitchen remodel at the Congregational Church of Burl-
ington. “I decided to do this because at the time our church was going through 
some major changes, and a kitchen remodel was on their list of things they 
wanted to complete. I decided to take the project on as I felt I could get the job 
done in a timely fashion with the help of those in my troop.”
  Once the project was completed, Chris was very pleased with the results, “I 
was extremely proud with the way it turned out and I’m very happy that the 
church is now benefitting from their new kitchen.”                     

Burlington Junior Becomes Eagle Scout

Chris is pictured with his Scoutmaster John Mazzei (left) 
and proud parents, Michele and John Deeb.

  Thanks to Region 10 Make A Mark, Inc., Lewis Mills’ National Foreign Language Honor Society (NFLHS) members were 
able to offer after school classes online in their respective languages. Beginning in February, NFLHS French students planned 
after school classes themed around French-speaking regions, such as France, Quebec, Louisiana, and Morocco. They cre-
ated online games such as Kahoot and Blooket, made PowerPoint presentations, found authentic snacks and creative crafts 
for their classes. In March, Spanish students continued, and 5th graders learned about Chile, Spain, and Mexico. Currently, 
Chinese students are working on their classes which will take place later this spring. Over 50 5th graders participated in these 
classes and over 40 NFLHS students were involved in the planning and teaching. The high school students love working with 
the younger students and hope to continue to work with them in the future. 

NFLHS Offers Fun Virtual Language Classes
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        Lewis Mills Winter Sports Accomplishments
                        A shortened winter season didn’t stop our athletes from being their best. 
                        Congratulations to the following LSM athletes on their recent honors:

All-State: Brooke Fitzgerald, Cheerleading

All-State Academic Honors: Brooke Fitzgerald, Cheerleading

All-CCC: Brice Waldron, Boys Basketball; Brianna Pelchar, Girls Basketball; Scott Groleau, 
Boys Ice Hockey; Brooke Fitzgerald and Emily Madore, Cheerleading 

Indoor Track New School Records: 
The girls team of Ava Bonini, Madeleine Croiger, Alyse Pasqualini and Gabie Zeller 
  took the 4x200 meter relay school record with a time of 1:53. 
The boys team of Vincent Mascoli, Andrew Wright, Michael Johnson and Nate Pinette 
  took the 4x200 meter relay school record with a time of 1:40.
*That is two Mills indoor track records broken in the span of one race!*

  The Lewis Mills Athletic Department is proud to announce that senior Josh 
Martinotti has signed his letter of intent to play for the Southern Connecticut State 
University Owl's Division II Football Team in the fall of 2021. Martinotti, a co-Captain 
of this year's team, was named a CCC All-Conference selection and to the All-Courant 
football team in 2019 (a 2020 season was not held). He holds the school record for a 
92-yard touchdown return during his sophomore year.   
  Josh states, “I have been playing football pretty much my whole life, but I really 
started taking my pursuit to play in college seriously around the winter or end of 
sophomore year. I have a lot of great memories of my time at Mills but my favor-
ite personal memory was definitely my first touchdown, which also broke the school 
record for the longest touchdown. I would say my favorite overall memory was the 
pre-game atmosphere with my teammates, knowing we had each others back and were 
ready to compete.” 
  How did not having a 2020 football season affect Josh? “Not being able to play my 
senior year definitely showed me how much I’ll miss high school football, the night 
games, playing with some of my best friends, and being a leader.”
  Lewis Mills football head coach John Oko stated, “We could have plugged in Josh 
anywhere. He is a very versatile athlete, and we know when he is presented with a 
challenge, he will meet those expectations. Today (Signing Day) is a day of pride for 
all of us.”  Josh continues, “I would like to thank the whole Mills football family, es-
pecially my parents, for creating great memories throughout this past year and helping 
me accomplish some of my personal achievements on and off the field.”

 LSM Football Senior Signs DII Letter of Intent

Brooke Fitzgerald has 2 All-State honors: 
Cheerleading & selected by the CT HS 
Coaches Association as a recipient for 

All-CT Academic Honors.

  Relay For Life is the major fundraiser for the 
American Cancer Society. The American Cancer 
Society uses donations to support their mission to 
save lives, celebrate lives, and lead the fight for a 
world without cancer.  Students from Lewis Mills 
High School and Har-Bur Middle School have 
been a big part of that success by joining fundrais-

ing teams and raising money. In the past 6 years, 944 Mills students raised $195,000, and over the past 4 years, 445 Har-Bur 
students have raised $91,000. These students joined together at the annual Relay event to celebrate cancer survivors, caregiv-
ers, and remember those who have passed from the disease. 
  In 2021, with a “light at the end of the tunnel,” the Relay’s Event Leadership Team is planning a festive and successful Relay 
for July 31st in Farmington. The theme is, “Cookin’ Up a Cure, Takeout Cancer.” Recruiting for the Relay has started! If you 
would like further information please contact Dr. Harvey Dutil, Team Recruitment Chair, at dutilrelay@gmail.com. 

ORGANIZE A TEAM FOR RELAY FOR LIFE!
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  To celebrate Read Across America Day, Lewis Mills Library 
Media Specialist, Gina West, launched something very 
special to celebrate reading. Work-
ing with all four district schools and 
some talented authors, she created 
recordings with Microsoft Sway of 
each person reading a favorite book. 
Mrs. West explained, “As a district, 
through the power of storytelling, we 
have joined forces to bring joy and 
smiles to the students of Region 10. 
Various teachers from Harwinton 
Consolidated School, Lake Garda 
School, Har-Bur Middle School, 
and Lewis Mills High School have 
created read aloud videos and/or 
book recommendation videos for the 
students of Region 10 to listen to and 
enjoy! Who doesn’t love listening to a great story?” 
  Along with numerous teachers, administrators, a security 
guard and BOE member, authors Phil Bildner, Paul Coccia 

and Dana Meachen Rau read or recommended books of their 
own writing. To add to the fun, an interesting fact about every 

reader is included in their bio.
  National Honor Society members from 
Lewis Mills got in on the fun as well. 
NHS co-advisor Tania McNaboe stated, 
“They each recorded themselves reading a 
children’s book along with a bio of them-
selves talking about what they were like 
in elementary school and what they are 
like now. The students included details 
about their future post-graduation goals.”
  To see the“Read Aloud with your Favor-
ite Crowd” videos go to: https://sway.of-
fice.com/pxuDWsYccGvjVWfH?ref=Link  
This link will take you to the LSM readers 
page, but provides you with links to the 
other 3 schools in our district, plus the 

National Honor Society, Central Office staff and amazing 
Authors- all reading their favorite books!

READ ALOUD WITH YOUR FAVORITE CROWD

Har-Bur Celebrates Diversity and Inclusion

Library Media Specialist, Gina West, reads 
“Our Librarian Won’t Tell Us Anything!” 

by Tony Buzzeo.

  March was "Rainbow Connections - Acceptance and Inclusion" month at Har-Bur Middle School. The Media Center, Diversity 
Club, Counseling Office, and Student Council all collaborated to find ways to celebrate gender diversity and the importance of 
accepting and appreciating who we are on the inside and out. Leslie Hubbard, 5th grade School Counselor at HBMS stated, 
“The month was about truly seeing each member of our community and the beauty in our differences. It's about validating every 
voice and encouraging our unique, amazing, valued students to be proud of who they are.”
  During March, students heard relevant morning announcements and quotes and saw colored doves, rainbows, book recom-
mendations, bulletin board displays, and posters around the school. The Media Center acquired a large collection of books and 
resources for students featuring many gender-diverse characters and non-fiction books on diverse historical figures. They hosted 
a Rainbow Connections Spirit Day at the beginning of the month and celebrated International Transgender Day of Visibility on 
March 31st to raise awareness of discrimination for transgender people.  Students participated in a rainbow connections scav-
enger hunt and a bookmark decorating contest as well. Finally, 5th and 6th graders enjoyed a virtual presentation by Jonathan 
Siebert, "A real-life Auggie Pullman” who shared his message of acceptance, respecting differences, courage and resilience. He 
has presented in all 50 states and in several countries around the world.  

Microsoft Office Students Write 
Letters to Businesses

  If you take Mrs. Barbara Angelicola-Manzolli’s MS Office class, you are going 
to learn to write a personal business letter. “This project fits real life. Students write 
letters to two businesses of their choice, and must include 3 C’s, a Q & a S: a compli-
ment, a complaint, a comment, a question and a suggestion.”  
  Most, but not all, businesses reply to the student letters, often including items from 
their company in their response. “Through the years, many of my students have re-
ceived great written responses, and to thank them for writing, businesses will include 
items for them.” Among the items her students have received are car wax, boxes of 
chips, pizzas, gaming gear and signed paraphernalia. 
  “As the letters from the businesses are received back, the entire class critiques the 
response from the business. One of the goals from this project is for the kids to see the 
power of writing, as well as taking a look at how the businesses respond to them.” 

Freshman Remy Gorack wrote a letter to 
the NFL’s New York Giants. He received 
a signed Eli Manning photo along with a 

response from the organization.



8     Region 10 School Bell

Region 10 School Resource Officer
Educates LSM Civics Students

  Officer Gene Torrence (pictured left) wears many hats in his job as the Region 10 School 
Resource Officer (SRO). In April, like he has done every semester for the past many years, he 
visited Mr. Dennis Fowler's Civics classroom at Lewis Mills, sharing his stories and experi-
ences as a career law enforcement official with junior and senior students. 
  Mr. Torrence will also appear in Civics classrooms in May and June, covering topics such as 
Connecticut's graduated driver's license laws and student's 1st and 4th Amendment rights in 
school. In his last classroom appearance, the SRO will take an entire block for a detailed, en-
gaging Question and Answer session. The Spartan upperclassmen are lucky they have a trust-
ed, professional SRO who volunteers to share his time and knowledge with them every year. 

  Mr. Brendan Tewksbury’s Civics classes at Lewis Mills selected representatives to present their ideas for improving 
Connecticut elections to Secretary of State Denise Merrill. In period 6, Lauren Fitzgerald, Mackenzie Jones, Amanda 
McCard, and Alyse Pasqualini presented their ideas.  In period 8, Ava Joiner, Amber Laskos, Alexandra Stanislaw and 
Julian Dierling gave their presentation. Mr. Tewksbury commented, “Secretary Merrill had great feedback and was deeply 
interested in these students’ suggestions.”
  Noting that over the past 80 years, voter turnout averaged 56%, the Period 8 group presented two ideas to improving elections 
in CT. Solution 1 is “Ranked Choice Voting (RCV).”  This is an electoral system in which voters rank candidates by preference 
on their ballots. The students noted that Maine used RCV in a 2018 election for a congressional representative and in 2020 for 
a general election. The goal of RCV is better voter turnout and more genuine votes, because “Voters should be able to vote for 
candidates they support, not just vote against candidates they oppose.” Solution 2 is a “Civil Service Exam for Candidates.” 
The purpose of this idea is to ensure the candidate has appropriate skills and eligibility for the position (Federal Government 
Jobs). The students feel this builds trust in a candidate if voters feel they are competent and, although it does not determine 
who “wins” a position, it does act as another factor for voters to consider. Senior Ava Joiner remarked, “Secretary Merrill 
was definitely positive in response to our ideas and was very impressed with them. She was impressed by our knowledge and 
creative ideas. She even mentioned that they need a youthful perspective.” 
  The Period 6 group of students discussed their plan to improve the American Voting System. The students had several ideas 
on expanding voter access: 1- Educating Voters, 2- Adding more Same-Day Voter Registration, 3- Increasing Early Voting, and 
4- Making Election Day a National Holiday. Senior Lauren Fitzgerald noted, “Secretary Merrill supported all of our ideas and 
was on board with making Election Day a holiday.  She was very engaging with us and commented on how well we presented, 
and the validity of our arguments.”

Lewis Mills Civics Classes
Present Voting Ideas to CT Secretary of State

Civics Class at Lewis S. Mills High School is designed to provide our students with a practical 
knowledge and understanding of our American government and its direct connection to them. 

LSM students learn to apply knowledge of the U.S. Constitution and demonstrate their 
understanding of how the American system of government functions on the local, state and national 

levels, as well as the impact on individual citizens.

Regional School District #10 is looking for individuals who are interested in substitute teaching on an as-needed, daily basis.  
Openings are available in all four Region 10 Schools.

Region 10 is particularly interested in identifying individuals who would be available to substitute on an as-needed basis.  
Interested candidates must either hold a bachelors degree, or have an associates degree and be willing to complete an ED174 

(Application for Substitute Teacher Authorization) if considered.

Please apply on-line at www.region10ct.org and attach a thoughtful cover letter along with your resume, copies of transcripts 
and two letters of recommendation. Selected candidates will be contacted by telephone to schedule a brief interview.

 
Regional School District #10 is an Equal Opportunity Employer and by policy does not discriminate against a person because of age, 

race, color, religion, sex, national origin and handicap or gender identity. 
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D Suzanne (Wojnarowicz) Schibi ‘87. Springfield College ‘91- Bachelor’s in Physical Education, CCSU ‘99- Master’s in 
Educational Leadership. Suzanne has been a teacher at Masuk High School in Monroe for 17 years.
D Steve Schibi ‘88. Springfield College ‘92- Bachelor’s in Physical Education, CCSU ‘97- Master’s in Educational Leader-
ship, SCSU ‘01- Sixth year Educational Leadership. Steve has been in education for 28 years. A teacher for 20 years, Dean of 
Students at Lewis Mills High School for 5 years, and now in his 3rd year as Assistant Principal at 
Housatonic Valley Regional High School.
D Kelly MacDonald ‘02 (pictured, right). Fairfield University ‘06- BS in Accounting, University 
of Massachusetts Isenberg School of Management- MBA ‘14. Kelly was appointed Senior Vice 
President and Chief Financial Officer of Dynavax Technologies Corporation, located in Cali-
fornia, this past March. Dynavax is a biopharmaceutical company focused on developing and 
commercializing vaccines. She was previously employed by Ironwood Pharmaceuticals where 
she held various roles of increasing responsibility, including Chief Accounting Officer and Vice 
President, Finance. Prior to joining Ironwood, Kelly was a Manager in the Health Industries As-
surance Practice at PricewaterhouseCoopers. She is also a Certified Public Accountant (CPA).
D Nick Dionne ‘07. Northwestern Community College ‘10- Associate’s in Science, Interpreter 
Preparation ASL-ENG; University of Southern Maine ‘13- Bachelor’s of Arts in Linguistics: 
ASL-ENG Interpreting, Minor in Deaf Studies. Nick is a Staff Interpreter for the University of 
Connecticut.  In March of 2020, he interpreted for UCONN President Thomas Katsouleas dur-
ing a Town Hall about their response to Covid. The link to the video is- https://m.youtube.com/
watch?v=Tb-zauZg7hU
D Alexis Jankauskas ’13. University of South Carolina, Bachelor’s of Science in Finance. Alexis works for Janney Mont-

gomery Scott. She is a Registered Private Client Associate. 
D Lia Jankauskas ’13. Endicott College, Bachelor’s of Science in Nursing. Lia works at 
Hartford Hospital. During the pandemic, her floor was converted to take care of Covid pa-
tients. She is now a nurse in the cardiovascular operating room. 
D Kristen Angiletta ‘16. University of Connecticut ‘20- Double Major in Political Science 
and Latino/a and Latin American Studies, Minor in History and Spanish. Kristen works as a 
special education paraprofessional at West Woods Upper Elementary School in Farmington. 
She also recently joined the Region 10 Make A Mark, Inc. Advisory Committee.
D Andrew Oldenburg ‘16 is a Sergeant in the US Army, currently stationed at Fort Drum.  
In 2020 he spent 10 months in Afghanistan as part of Operation Freedom Sentinel. 
D Abbey Kozikowski ‘20. Abbey currently attends University of Connecticut. In 2020, Ab-
bey the Easter Bunny and her dad Rob (pictured, left), drove around Burlington for 5 hours, 
delivering eggs to children at 75 different houses. This year, they invited children to stop at 
Burlington Town Hall on Easter morning to meet the Easter Bunny. She gave each child an 
egg and offered a photo opportunity for those who stopped to visit.

LEWIS MILLS ALUMNI ACCOLADES

KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION IS UNDERWAY
  Do you have a child who is turning 5 in 2021? If so, you have a future 
kindergartener! Please complete the pre-registration form online. Go to the 
Region 10 website, www.region10ct.org, and select your child’s elementary 
school from the drop down list (Harwinton Consolidated School or Lake 
Garda Elementary School).
  Select “Register a student” at the bottom of the page. This will take you 
directly to the 21-22 Kindergarten Pre-registration form. If you have 
any questions, do not hesitate to contact: Lake Garda Elementary School, 
860-673-2511 or Harwinton Consolidated School, 860-485-9029. Please 
share this information with your neighbors/friends that don’t currently have 
children at Lake Garda or Harwinton Consolidated.  

LSM ALUMNI: Please send any announcements/
good news/information you would like to share to 

Stephanie Cowger, cowgers@region10ct.org. 
#ShareYourSpartanPride
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Class of 2021 Post-Graduation Plans Needed
CONGRATULATIONS to the CLASS OF 2021!

The Region 10 School Bell would like your post-graduation plans for the Summer ‘21 newsletter. 

We are very proud of you and your accomplishments and would like to highlight each graduate in the newsletter. If you are 
interested in participating, please answer the following and email your answers to cowgers@region10ct.org by June 1st so 
your information can be included in the upcoming issue:

 N Name of the college/university/academy that you are attending & your major/minor if known 
   OR    N Your upcoming place of employment in the workforce & location  
   OR    N The branch of military you are joining & deployment date/location if known at this time 
   OR    N How you plan to spend your Gap Year between HS and College

In addition: 
N Any scholarships/accolades/internships received from the college/university/military branch/academy you are attending 
    (not local scholarships, just those from your post-grad school).
N If you will be a member of a team (sports, dance, cheer, club, etc.) or of a musical group (symphony, band, chorus, etc.) 
    at your school, please include the specific information.
 

The above is optional, but we hope that you will be interested in sharing your good news with our community.
Please remember the deadline to submit information is June 1st.

Thank you! 

  In March, as UCONN ECE (Early College Experience) 
French students were studying different charitable organiza-
tions in the French-speaking world, they were asked to pro-
pose different service projects that they could do together as 
a class. Students wrote about and presented their ideas to the 
class and together they selected their favorite idea – kindness 
bags for the homeless. 
  The French students created a list of items such as socks, 
hand sanitizer, masks, lip balm, and granola bars that might be 
needed for the bags, and students signed up to bring in various 
items. At the start of each class, they spent a few minutes as-
sembling bags. 
  Students who wanted to, could take a bag to keep in their car 
and hand out to anyone they see who might be in need. Other 
bags were given to teachers who also wanted to participate.  
This was a great way for the students to work together to help 
those in need! 

  Harwinton 
Consolidated 
and Lake 
Garda held 
their an-
nual “Souper 
Bowl,” where 
students 
brought in 
canned goods 
to vote for 
their favorite team. HCS had 216 donations for the Kansas 
City Chiefs and 317 donations for the Tampa Bay Buc-
caneers. At Lake Garda, the Kansas City Chiefs had 288 
votes, but the Tampa Bay Buccaneers received 402 votes. 
Of course, the real winners are the Burlington & Harwinton 
Food Pantries who received 1,223 non-perishable donations. 

Creating Kindness Bags 
for the Homeless

HCS & LGS Host
Annual “Souper” Bowl

  The Rock on campus 
continues to be a source of inspiration. 

This month, three LSM students- 
freshman Julia Dean, junior Riley O’Connor 

and senior Alex Stanislaw, 
gave us our latest words of encouragement:

“Spring has Sprung at LSM”. 
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The “A” List:
Achievements, Accomplishments,

 Accolades and Awards
 Planning for Project Graduation 2021 is in full swing!  
Thanks to all who have supported us. It has been a difficult 
year to hold some of our old fundraisers such as the tag sale. 
Fortunately, we have been able to hold other types of fund-
raisers, but we can still use your help!  Please consider send-
ing direct donations to: P.O. Box 1996 Burlington CT 06013 
or you can donate online at myBurlingtonRec.com (Programs 
-Donations: Support Project Graduation 2021 -Add to cart). 
No donation is too small! Thanks in advance for your help in 
making this a great night for our graduates! 

 LSM Athletics would like to recognize our Senior athletes 
for their hard work and dedication in the final season of their 
winter sport. Captains are represented in italics: Boys Bas-
ketball~ Nate DiChiara, Jacob Lomnicky, Josh Martinotti,  
Tommy Martinotti, Livestream Video: Tyler Strull; Girls 
Basketball~ Grace Annonson, Kristina DeMichiel, Abby 
Mills, Bri Pelchar, Manager: Sydney Fournier, Livestream 
Chat Updates: Madison Rewenko, LivestreamVideo: Preston 
Hazard ‘20; LSM Fever Play-by-Play Announcers: Sam Dis-
orbo, Bailey Miceli; Cheerleading~ Megan Brochu, Brooke 
Fitzgerald, Cheyenne Langlais, Emily Madore, Lauryn 
Pacheco, Sara Piccoli, Brianna Votino, Emily White; Boys 
Ice Hockey~ Scott Groleau; Indoor Track~ Emily Eichner, 
Vincent Mascoli, Alyse Pasqualini, Nate Pinette; Swim & 
Dive~ Elizabeth Gordon, Jack Howard, Junior Captains: 
Hanna LaBerge, Jason Warner, Parent Volunteers- Videog-
raphy: Kirsten Bergstrom, Scorekeeping: Alyssa Prenoveau, 
Timing: Jennifer Atkins.

 Thanks to a grant from Region 10 Make a Mark, French 
students were able to participate in French Immersion Night, 
an event that asks students to pledge to speak only French for 
its entirety. Due to COVID restrictions this year, the event 
was held online. 35 French students participated in a 90-min-
ute event which included discussion groups, a trivia contest, 
and an escape room.  Everyone is looking forward to next 
year when we hope this event can be held in person! 

 The Region 10 Tech Department has put together a num-
ber of resources for parents: http://www.region10ct.org/
technology. In addition, if your family is having internet 
connectivity problems you can request a “hot spot.” Put in a 
request: http://helpdesk.region10ct.org/osticket/open.php

 The Region 10 Players present Rodgers and Hammerstein’s 
Cinderella.  Live and streamed performances will run June 
4-6.  June 4-5 performances at 7p.m., June 6 at 2p.m. $5 stu-
dent tickets. $10 general admission. Ticket link coming soon!

 Help Lake Garda and Harwinton Consolidated: Register 
your grocery store rewards cards to earn points & money for 
both schools. Stop & Shop:https://stopandshop.com/pages/a-
plus-rewards, Shop Rite:http://www.shopriteforeducation.
com, Box Tops: https://www.boxtops4education.com.

 Neither snow nor rain nor… global pandemic can stop 
Lake Garda’s Student Council from sponsoring the an-
nual book swap! With Mrs. Anderson’s help, they made a 
few quick adjustments for extra safety precautions and had 
another successful book swap. Student Council representa-
tives made a commercial on Flipgrid to announce the book 
swap to their classmates, worked tirelessly for two hours to 
set up over 1,000 books in an organized fashion, and helped 
their classmates search for books during the swap. Children 
enjoyed choosing new books and reminiscing about books 
they’d loved when they were younger. Lake Garda is very 
proud of their SC representatives for dedicating their time and 
energy to help their classmates grow their love of reading!

 The Lewis Mills Humanitarian/Leo Club organized a book 
drive this spring. Several hundred books were collected and 
were donated to Books for Africa (a nonprofit that supplies 
educational materials to students and children across Africa) 
and local libraries. Club presidents Mia Bylykbashi, Avery 
Fazio and Alyse Pasqualini took the lead in organizing the 
drive and would like to thank everyone who contributed.

 Farmington Continuing Education is committed to keep-
ing everyone ACTIVE, ENGAGED and ready to master new 
SKILLS. The spring 2021 catalog has been released and is 
full of many fun and educational enrichment class offer-
ings for adults, youth and families. Classes include cooking, 
fitness, languages, arts/crafts, financial, career develop-
ment, SAT Prep, drivers Ed, and youth summer enrichment 
programs. If you are not ready for in-person classes, there 
are plenty of virtual offerings available. Also available are 
Adult Basic Education, high school completion (GED, CDP, 
NEDP), Citizenship and ESL. Go to https://www.fpsct.org/
schools/farmington-continuing-education to register ONLINE 
or call 860.404.0290. Don’t delay – register today!

 Free Breakfast and Lunch for All Children! Schedule 
and ordering info at region10ct.org, “Nutrition Services.”
WHY SHOULD MY FAMILY TAKE ADVANTAGE OF 
THIS? •They are FREE and help you stretch your household 
food budget! •They save you time & are available in school 
and pick up. •They make the school day seem a little more 
NORMAL and who can’t use a little normal these days? 
•They help support Region 10’s School Breakfast and Lunch 
Program. •You are helping to create/sustain jobs and the local 
economy. •You are supporting our local farms and businesses. 
•They are delicious, nutritious, fun and convenient. •They are 
FREE for ALL children through the end of the school year!

To contact the Region 10 Schools:
  Pre K-4:  Lake Garda Elementary (860) 673-2511
       Harwinton Consolidated (860) 485-9029
  5-8:       Har-Bur Middle School  (860) 673-6163
  9-12:        Lewis S. Mills High School (860) 673-0425



Non-Profit Org.
US Postage

PAID
Winsted, CT

Permit No. 11•  
R

eg
io

na
l S

chool District N
o. 10  •

H
arwinton & Burl ington,  C

T

Regional School District 10
24 Lyon Road
Burlington, Connecticut  06013
(860) 673-2538
www.region10ct.org

    
    REGION 10 RESIDENT 
    RURAL ROUTE
    

IMPORTANT INFORMATION

Mr. Howard Thiery, Superintendent of Schools
superintendent@region10ct.org

860.673.2538, option #3

Mr. Gene Torrence, School Resource Officer, 860.673.0423 ext. 10603
  
  Regional School District #10 does not discriminate in any employment practice, 
education program, or educational activity on the basis of race, color, religious creed, 
sex, age, national origin, ancestry, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity 
or expression, disability (including, but not limited to, intellectual disability, past or 
present history of mental disorder, physical disability or learning disability), genetic 
information, or any other basis prohibited by Connecticut state and/or federal non-
discrimination laws.  Regional School District #10 does not unlawfully discriminate in 
employment and licensing against qualified persons with a prior criminal conviction.  
Regional School District #10 is committed to a policy of equal opportunity/affirmative 
action for all qualified persons and equal access to youth groups. Inquiries regard-
ing Regional School District #10’s nondiscrimination policies and practices should be 
directed to:   
  Ms. Vonetta Romeo-Rivers, Director of Teaching and Learning      

24 Lyon Road
Burlington, CT  06013

860.673.2538   

         Regional School        
District #10 

Board of Education 
   2020-2021 
Dean Cowger, Secretary 
cowgerd@region10ct.org
Thomas Fausel  
fauselt@region10ct.org 
John Goodno   
goodnoj@region10ct.org
Brooke Joiner, Vice Chair  
joinerb@region10ct.org                
Paul Omichinski 
omichinskip@region10ct.org
Ellie Parente, Treasurer                      
parentee@region10ct.org
Scott Ragaglia     
ragaglias@region10ct.org
Scott Savelle   
savelles@region10ct.org
Ania Stolarz       
stolarza@region10ct.org
John Vecchitto, Chair 
vecchittoj@region10ct.org

Board Member   
c/o Region 10 Public Schools 
Office of the Superintendent 
24 Lyon Road     
Burlington, CT 06013

Lewis S. Mills High School 
Student Representatives                   
Sam DiSorbo ‘21 
Adam Ammirata ‘22

School Bell Editor 
Stephanie Cowger 
860.673.2538 ext.10200 
cowgers@region10ct.org


